
CENTURY GOTHIC

is a 1991 com
puter update of twentieth century which was 

a version of the fam
ous futura. born in am

erica in 1886, 

sol hess, the typeface designer, started his career with 

lanston m
onotype in 1902, after a three-year scholarship 

course at pennsylvania m
useum

 school of industrial design.

it  is very practical for headlines and general display work 

and for sm
all quantit ies of text, particularly in advertising. i t 

is within the sans serif  geom
etrical type classif ication and its 

structure is a m
ix of very round curves and angular points .

futura typeface is based on strokes of near-even weight, which are low in 

contrast; avenir typeface has som
e sl ightly hum

anist features that add warm
th 

to the face, such as the tai l  on the “t” and the “o” that isn’t a per fect circle, and 

century gothic has no variance in stroke (no thick and thin) beyond the sl ightly 

wider t it les on the “i” and “j.” The characters are wide, but the weight is l ight.

The  l i gh tne s s  o f  t he  face  m
ay  m

ake  i t  ha rde r  to  read  by  t ho se  w i t h  eye s igh t 

i s s ue s ,  bu t  i t  i s  heavy  enough  to  be  com
fo r tab le  fo r  m

os t  reade r s .  Cen tu r y 

go th ic  o f fe r s  va r i a t i on s ,  s uch  a s  regu la r  o r  no r m
a l ,  i t a l i c ,  bo ld ,  and  bo ld  i ta l i c .


